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The State Bar’s Professionalism in Action 
program, inaugurated last year at Thomas 
M. Cooley Law School’s Auburn Hills cam-
pus, has been gathering momentum. At a 
recent session on the campus, 25 lawyers, 
judges, and faculty members participated 
along with 170 freshmen law students. State 
Bar President W. Anthony Jenkins was the 

“Professionalism in Action” Gathering Momentum

Back row, left to right: Dan Matthews, Michael Schloff, Judge Leo Bowman, David Haron, Thomas 
Rombach, W. Anthony Jenkins, James Vlasic, Alan Gershel, Joseph Papelian, Eugene Bolanowski, and 
Frank Aiello. Second row: Regina Daniels Thomas, Ava Ortner, Judge Edward Ewell, Judge Frederick 
Mester, and Judge Harold Hood. Front row: John Nussbaumer, Georgia Hill, Lauren Rousseau, Monica 
Navarro, Judge Bryan Levy, Anthony Bellanca, Jennifer Grieco, and Steven W. Dulan.
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s In November 2004, the first disabilities 

newsletter, “Deaf and the Hard of Hear-
ing,” was distributed to Michigan attorneys 
and others interested in disabilities issues. 
It was intended to be the first in a year-long 
quarterly series funded in part by a grant 
from the Newman Foundation.

Because of the dedication of the volunteer 
members of the SBM Disabilities Work-
group, the newsletter has continued on a 
quarterly basis since its launch.

Each newsletter tackles a specific topic 
such as “Autism and the Courts” and “Ac-
commodating a Person with a Visual Dis-
ability in the Courts” and contains con-
cise and helpful information for attorneys, 
judges, litigants, witnesses, jurors, and the 
general public.

The newsletter, which began with approx-
imately 400 subscribers, now has a sub-
scriber count of 739.

To read issues of the newsletter online, 
visit www.michbar.org/programs/equal 
access.cfm. To subscribe to the newsletter, 
visit http://www.michbar.org/publications/
signup.cfm#disabilitynews. n

SBM Disabilities 
Project Newsletter Hits 
Five-Year Anniversary

keynote speaker and praised Cooley for its 
leadership in launching this program, which 
is now being replicated at other law schools 
in the state. The program emphasizes the 
importance of ethics and civility using pre-
selected hypothetical situations and small 
group discussions among law students, law-
yers, and judges. n

Alex DeYonker, ex-
ecutive vice presi-
dent and general 
counsel at Spartan 
Stores, Inc. and a 
former managing 
partner with War-
ner, Norcross and 
Judd, LLP, has been 
named recipient of 

the 2010 Stephen H. Schulman Award by 
the SBM Business Law Section. The award 
honors those who consistently exemplify the 
highest standards of professionalism and 

DeYonker Receives Business  
Law Section’s Schulman Award

The Arts, Communications, Entertainment 
and Sports (ACES) Section held a summer 
social recently. Pictured left to right are John 
M. Kamins, incoming ACES chair; Pam ela 
Osborne, incoming ACES chair-elect; and 
Ethan Bordman, 2010 ACES chair. The sec-
tion provides education, information, and 
analysis about issues of concern through 
meetings, seminars, its website, public serv-
ice programs, and its newsletter. Member-
ship in the section is open to all State Bar 
members. For more information, visit http://
www.michbar.org/arts. n

New ACES Faces
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topractice and an unwavering dedication to 
serv ice, ethical conduct, and collegiality in 
the practice of business law. DeYonker, a 
Detroit native and long-time Grand Rapids 
resident, has a long history with the Business 
Law Section, including serving as chair in 
1994–1995.

The award is named after Prof. Stephen 
Schulman, who taught business law courses 
during a lengthy tenure at Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School in Detroit. He was also 
instrumental in drafting much of Michigan’s 
corporate law that is still in place today. n


